
Columbus Online Academy 
K-8

Parent Orientation 2023-2024 

O- own your actions; W- work to succeed; L- lead with kindness; S- show scholarship



Columbus Online Academy Kindergarten team
Mrs. Barnhart

Mrs. Braden

Mrs. Scott



Columbus Online Academy 1st grade team

Ms. Quier

Mr. Crawford-Prado



Columbus Online Academy 2nd grade team 

2nd

Basske
Towns

Ms. Baaske Ms. Towns



Columbus Online Academy 3rd grade team

3rd

Mccargish
Grimm

Mrs. Grimm

Mrs. McCargish-Jacobs



Columbus Online Academy 4th grade team

Ms. Conforti
Ms. Tippey 



Columbus Online Academy 5th grade team

Mrs. Loudermilk

Mr. Sullivan



Columbus Online Academy 6th grade team

Ms. Bradley Ms. Bednar-Warren



Columbus Online Academy 7th grade team

Mrs. Cottrell

Mrs. Fisher

Mr. Ryan



Columbus Online Academy K-8 Staff

Mr. Garriott



Columbus Online Academy Special Education team

Ms. Coverdale
Ms. Szczepanski

Ms. King



Columbus Online Academy Elementary Unified Arts team

Mrs. McFaddin Mr. Shoda

Mrs. Andrews



Columbus Online Academy Middle School Unified Arts Team

Mr. Stewart

Mrs. Gilbert

Mr. Thompson



Student devices
● Students can use their own personal devices if they want to.
● We will issue iPads.
● Each comes with a charger.
● If the iPad is lost, broken, stolen, etc. it will be replaced with a Chromebook.
● You are responsible for keeping the charger in good working order.
● Students should use their school-issued devices for school purposes only.
● Gaggle security software helps us to support the safety and mental health of our students while 

learning online.
● iPads and chargers will need to be returned in May. 
● Each iPad will come with a stylus that also needs to be returned in May.



There are only 2 apps students need to use until the teachers tell them 
differently. 

Canvas Clever



How to Use Canvas
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How to Use Clever



How to Use Clever

The students CCS 
badge will work here if 
you click on this link, it 
will open the camera 
and you can scan it if 
you have the QR code 
on it. 
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Columbus Online Parent/Student/Teacher Compact

This will be the first 
assignment for each 
student in Canvas. 
Parents will have to 
help their student 
complete this 
assignment and sign 
as well.

Please also log into 
your parent portal and 
sign the “Guide to 
Student Success” 
documents. 



Columbus Online Academy K-8 Owls ! 



Columbus Online Academy K-8 Owls ! 



Columbus Online Academy K-8 Daily Expectations

● Attend all scheduled zoom classes.
○ This includes any one on one or small group zoom sessions. 

● Be on time for zoom classes.
● Complete all assigned work in a timely manner.

○ If you need assistance, please let your teacher know and they can schedule office hours to 
help.

● Have your camera on.
○ We need to see each student so we know who is doing the learning, and in the primary 

grades, we will need to see their learning.
● Microphones - should be muted unless you are asked to share.
● Use the raised hand emoji when you have a question or want to share.
● If chat is open, it is for responding to the teachers questions, it is not for chatting with other 

students, and should never be used to hurt the feelings of your classmates or teachers.
● Online school is still school, everyone should have a safe and quiet as possible location

○  away from a TV and toys
○ in an area dedicated to school work with all school materials located within arms reach
○ not in bed is best (this keeps them from trying to go back to sleep) 
○ students still need to follow the CCS dress code in the Guide to Student Conduct. 

● Please remember, we can hear everything happening in your home, so adult behaviors should be 
away from your child’s learning area if possible please.



Columbus Online Academy K-8 Flexibility 

Flexibility is one of the many benefits students and families have with attending an online school. 

We ask that everyone keep the following in mind when it comes to flexibility: 

Flexibility is:
● Keeping your teacher informed if you can 

not attend class.
● Making up all work missed with in 48 

hours.
● Keeping your teachers informed of any 

learning needs. 
● Completing assignments in a timely 

manner.
● Working in the evenings, on the 

weekends, or even over school breaks 
and notifying your teacher of:

○ How much time you spent working
○ What you did during that time.

● Keeping the teachers and office informed 
of days missed.

Flexibility is NOT:
● Coming and going from classes for fun.
●  Not participating in class. 
● Turning in everything at the end of the month or 

quarter.
● Working after hours and not informing the teacher. 



Columbus Online Academy K-8 Attendance

Attendance looks different for COA. Student attendance is based off the following:

● Attending all scheduled Zoom classes
● Completing all assigned work 
● Completing lessons in iReady
● With teacher permission - completing assignments outside of the school day and then 

reporting your time spent to the teacher
● Attending Music, Art, Physical Education classes
● Attending testing days
● Participating in the in person learning sessions 
● Please pack a lunch for testing days
● Have your device fully charged 

Important update: 

Ohio Revised Code requires us to notify you if your student is not participating in 
school activities after missing 30 hours. If your child misses 72 consecutive hours, 
they will be unenrolled from COA and placed in a traditional building based on 
available space. 



Columbus Online Academy K-8 Testing Expectations 

Students are required to come into a testing location to take their tests. 

Sign up genius will be used so you can select your testing date and time. 

This year we are going to try to make testing times a full day (9 am to 2 pm) to allow teachers to 
have time to work with students in person to help with hands on work and catching up on missing 
work. 

If you have any questions about the testing sign ups or need to see if alternative arrangements 
can be made, please reach out to the office and we will connect you with Mrs. Hampton. She is 
our coach and she will will assist you with your testing needs. 



Columbus Online Academy K-8
8th Grade Expectation 

All students in grade 8 will leave with: 
➔ 1.5 credits toward High School Graduation. These will come from the following: 

◆ .5 PE credit
◆ 1 music tech or 1 art credit
◆ Must earn a grade of D or higher.

➔ 10 internship hours
◆ Students need 120 internship hours to graduate. 

➔ A schedule for 9th grade
➔ A 4 year graduation plan

Mr. Henne is our middle school counselor and he will be working with all 8th grades this year and ensuring 
these expectations are met. If you have any questions, please reach out to him rhenne@columbus.k12.oh.us



Columbus Online Academy K-8
Material Pick Up

From time to time students may need to pick up materials for classes. 

We try to do our best to have students pick up materials in the fall and then when they 
are in for testing opportunities. 

If your student loses any items, you may need to arrange a material pick up with your 
child’s teacher. 



Columbus Online Academy K-8

Please feel free to contact us with any questions. We will be working to keep the website 
up to date with information as well for you. 

School Phone Number - 614-365-6068

School Email - colsonlineacad_k8@columbus.k12.oh.us

School Attendance Email for Doctor excuses - 
attendance.onlinek8@columbus.k12.oh.us

School website - https://www.ccsoh.us/columbusonlineacademy

Please complete this form after viewing the parent orientation - 
https://forms.gle/P36mAPy779BKskiP6 
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